
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commencement 
Ceremony 

 
Class of 2022 

 

Saturday May 14, 2022 
CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY 

9700 W TARON DRIVE 

ELK GROVE, CALIFORNIA 95757 
 



MESSAGE FROM THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

California Northstate University 
 

 

To the Class of 2022, 

Congratulations Graduates! You have accomplished so much!  It has been a 
long hard road, but you have achieved your goal, passed all of your exams, and 
now it is time to celebrate your success.  Many doors will now open for you as a 
result of all you have accomplished.  Do not hesitate to take that leap just as 
you took the leap to join California Northstate University just a few short years 
ago.  You should feel very proud of all you have done to reach this point in your 
life.  Through dedication, commitment, and sacrifice, you are now among the 
best of the best.  But remember, graduation is not the end of your learning but 
rather the start of the next chapter of your already extraordinary life.  Continue 
to set high goals for yourself because you know that you can achieve them and 
don’t stop until you do.  Each and every one of you will go on, become 
successful, and represent the University in many positive ways.  Look back 
fondly on your CNU years and look forward with hope for a bright and healthy 
future.   

As members of the University Board of Trustees, we are very proud of all of our 
graduates and the class of 2022 will certainly be a memorable one..  It is our 
honor to share in this very important moment in your life today.  May your 
career bring you much happiness! 

 

Thank you,  

The Board of Trustees 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
California Northstate University 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Graduates of the Class of 2022: 
 
You have shown extraordinary perseverance amid the pandemic over the last two and half years in 
pursuing your academic goal. Witnessing your intellectual, social, and professional growth is a joy 
for the founding members of the University, who established this University 15 years ago with a 
vision of educating the finest classes of graduates in the science and healthcare professions. 

As you complete the final steps toward earning your degree, I invite you to reflect upon the 
unrelenting effort and the devoted time expended by the committed faculty, preceptors, staff and/or 
administrators who have played a role in your development.  Humility and gratitude will again be 
the key in materializing the support in your next stage of personal and professional growth. We ask 
that you take a moment, as you complete your time here at CNU, to let those who have positively 
impacted your journey know what their contributions have meant to your professional and personal 
development. 

I would like to encourage each of you to continue to invest in yourself and your profession by being 
a lifelong learner, by pursuing the next stage of growth in your career horizon. In doing so, you will 
not only bring great honor to yourself, CNU, but as well as to those who have continued to support 
you during your journey in building a good life and becoming a contributing member to society. 
CNU’s mission is to advance the science and art of health care; we ask that you carry this same 
vision with you through your career as you help those who are coming-up through the ranks in the 
same journey that you have successfully navigated through. 

The Board of Trustees, Board of Directors, staff, faculty, and administration all collectively wish 
you the greatest success in all your professional and personal endeavors. You have earned this 
honor and responsibility.  

Congratulations! 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA 
University President/CEO, and on behalf of the Board of Trustee

Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA 
University President/CEO 
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Class of 2022, 
 
On behalf of the California Northstate University College of Medicine family, I extend my warmest 

congratulations and best wishes to the Class of 2022. You have been an exceptional class and I am confident 

of your continued success as you begin your residencies this July. 

Being a physician places you in the unique position of being able to enrich the lives of those around you. As 

you progress through your careers, take pleasure in the joy of helping others and improving the health of 

your community. Use all that you have learned during your time at CNUCOM to make the world a better 

place. 

I would ask that you take a moment to thank your parents, spouses, children and significant others that 

helped you throughout your journey to become a physician. Also, remember the CNU faculty and staff who 

all put so much into insuring your academic and professional success. 

Please keep the CNUCOM family updated on your career and personal accomplishments, as we always will 

take great pride in your success. Again, congratulations on all you have achieved and all that you will 

achieve. 

Go out and do great things! 

Sincerely,  
 

 

Steven D. Waldman, MD, JD  
Dean, College of Medicine 

 

Steven D. Waldman, MD, JD  
Dean, College of Medicine,  
Professor of Anesthesiology,  
Vice President of Medical Affairs 
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To the graduates of the California Northstate University College of Health Sciences Class of 2022, 
congratulations! 
 
It is my greatest honor to celebrate the graduating class of the California Northstate University College of 
Health Sciences (CNUCHS)! These past years have been a period of tremendous growth, discovery, and 
success. 
 
We are thrilled that you have all joined us in this landmark journey and join us today as graduates! This 
last year has brought about many new challenges, and I am particularly proud of how you have all 
handled the evolving situation surrounding COVID-19 - shelter in place orders, distance education, and a 
new meaning to the balance of life, school, and community. 
 
Through the obstacles, challenges, and celebrations, you made it! This is YOUR day. We applaud you, 
honor you, and stand with you during this momentous time. We are proud to see that you have all 
embraced the culture of CNUCHS. You have demonstrated that you possess the independence, 
perseverance, passion, and discipline to succeed in a rigorous academic environment. You have also 
shown that you have the compassion and empathy to serve as sincere healthcare professionals ready to 
transform and evolve the health care fields as we know them today! You are mentors, leaders, innovators, 
and forces to be reckoned with. Today, we recognize and honor your accomplishments at the College of 
Health Sciences and beyond. 
 
Throughout your years at CHS, you have endured challenges, studied dutifully, served your community, 
and put in many late nights and early mornings. You may have even balanced academics with family life 
and/or outside jobs – and you thrived. You are, and always will be, the graduating class of CHS: the Class 
of 2022! I, along with the entire CNU community, look forward to all the amazing things you will 
accomplish going forward. Take your knowledge, your passion, and your heart - be the voice for those 
who cannot speak, empower those who cannot stand, and bring light and guidance to those who are in 
darkness. With your dedication and passion for growth and excellence, you are well positioned to drive 
positive change in our communities, the nation, and around the globe. 
 
Congratulations! Remember, your CHS family is always here to support you! 
Best wishes to you all! 
 

 
Heather M. Brown, PhD 
Dean, College of Health Sciences

Heather Brown, PhD 
Dean, College of Health Sciences 



KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 

 

 

Darrell Steinberg has served the Sacramento community for more than 20 years. 
  
As a young man, Mayor Steinberg bought his first home in Tahoe Park, where he and his wife Julie 
started their family. When Tahoe Park was having trouble with gangs, the community organized 
and formed the Tahoe Park Neighborhood Association, electing Darrell Steinberg as its first 
President. 
  
After a time, Darrell was elected to the City Council, where he focused on making neighborhoods 
safe, creating good jobs and providing quality after-school programs. Steinberg founded 
Sacramento START to help kids in our most challenged schools improve their test scores. Today, 
START is a model after-school program statewide. 
  
Darrell later ran for State Assembly and then State Senate, becoming the first Sacramentan to serve 
as President of the Senate in over 125 years. As the Senate leader, Steinberg got things done by 
building coalitions to deliver results, including guiding the state back to fiscal solvency during the 
economic downturn. 
  
During his tenure in the Legislature, Steinberg championed economic development, education 
reform, building sustainable communities and major investments in healthcare and education. He 
authored the Mental Health Services Act, the first of its kind in the nation that generates $2 billion 
dollars a year for people in need. 
  
As Mayor, Darrell Steinberg has secured significant new resources to tackle difficult problems such 
as homelessness and economic inequity in Sacramento. He campaigned for and won voter passage 
of Measure U, a new one-cent sales tax, with the goal of investing in economic development, youth 
and affordable housing. As leader of California’s Big City Mayors, he successfully negotiated with 
both Gov. Jerry Brown and Gov. Gavin Newsom to make an unprecedented statewide commitment to 
addressing homelessness – a commitment that has brought millions of dollars of additional 
funding home to Sacramento. 
  
Mayor Steinberg has also led the effort to diversify and energize Sacramento’s economy. He crafted 
an incentive package that helped attract the West Coast headquarters of Centene, a healthcare giant 
and Sacramento’s first Fortune 100 company. He recruited new investors for the Sacramento 
Republic, FC soccer team and facilitated negotiations that resulted in Sacramento being chosen as 
the next Major League Soccer city. 
  
Mayor Steinberg is committed to making Sacramento a city that is for and about youth, connecting 
our high school students to 21st century jobs and working with local businesses to create paid 
internships in every high school.

Darrell Steinberg 
Mayor, City of Sacramento 
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Councilwoman Ashby is a graduate of Sacramento High School and obtained her B.A in 
Sociology with an emphasis on Law and Society from the University of California at 
Davis and her Juris Doctorate from the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of 
Law.  

She owns a consulting firm she started with her father, the focus of which is to build 
programs for populations with barriers to success. She and her husband live in 
Natomas with their two young children. They have an adult son who also lives and 
works in Sacramento.  

Councilwoman Ashby established herself as a citywide leader and has served the 
community as an advocate for youth, economic development, public safety, 
establishing infrastructure, championing citywide diversity and equity, and 
supporting programs for women and children - particularly those experiencing 
homelessness. 

Councilwoman Ashby’s colleagues have selected her to serve as either Vice Mayor or 
Mayor Pro Tempore of the City an unprecedented seven years. Councilwoman Ashby is 
also the longest standing member of the Council and has served over half of her time 
in office as the only female representing the City of Sacramento. During that time, she 
also took her spot in Sacramento’s history books by becoming the first to give birth 
while elected to office. 

 

 

 

Angelique Ashby  
Vice Mayor, City of Sacramento 
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To the Class of 2022, 

I have a very clear memory of the first time meeting you all. We definitely did not 
know what we were getting ourselves into that orientation day when we walked 
into CNU in our business suits (never to look that professional again). We received 
our bags of Netter’s flashcards and stethoscopes, awkwardly danced to Drake’s 
“In My Feelings,” and started getting to know each other over Chinese food in 
Classroom 1A. Oh how far we have come since then. 

Over the past four years, we have accomplished so much together. We have spent 
endless hours listening to Pathoma and slogging through Uworld. We started 5K’s, 
volunteered at Clinica Tepati, participated in demonstrations at the Capitol, and 
ultra-sounded basically every part of each other’s bodies. We survived the daily 
drive to San Joaquin, the 4 am wake up calls of surgery rotations, and getting 
pimped on rounds. We adapted when COVID canceled our Step exams and forced 
us to interview for residency on Zoom. Somehow, we still found time to become 
friends, celebrate at Z’s house, ski in Tahoe, hike in Auburn, run marathons, adopt 
pets, fall in love, get married and start families. Thank you for making medical 
school not only bearable, but some of the best years of my life. 

I am honored to call you all my classmates, my friends, and my fellow doctors, and 
I am incredibly excited to see what you all accomplish. Congratulations again, we 
did it! 

Cheers, 

 

 
Annaliese Gabrielle Elam, MD 
Class of 2022

Annaliese Gabrielle Elam, MD 
Class of 2022, College of Medicine 
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Hello Class of 2022! 

 
Congratulations! The hard work, the late nights, and the sacrifices all paid off as we 
get to finally graduate and celebrate our perseverance. One of the things that 
inspires me most about the Class of 2022 is in the face of obstacles, such as the 
SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, we rise to the occasion instead of giving up. As the 
pandemic impacted the entire world, we supported our community by leading 
clothing, mask, and blood drives, creating a nonprofit to serve elementary school 
students of color, and even spending our free time volunteering in the community in 
addition to dedicating ourselves to our education. 

 
It is now time to look towards our future and use the knowledge, resources, and 
friendships that we have gained to make a positive impact in our communities. Each 
and every one of us has a passion that fuels our purpose; we need to stay true to it and 
pursue our dreams. Together we can change the world! Congratulations Class of 
2022! 

 
 

Bhagvat Maheta, BS 
Class of 2022

Bhagvat Maheta, BS 
Class of 2022, College of Health Sciences 
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PRESIDING 

Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA             

 President 

 

WELCOME FROM THE MASTER OF CEREMONY 

 

Ali Moradi, MD, MPH, Dr.PH & Tropical Medicine 

Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and Admissions, College of Medicine 

 

ACADEMIC PROCESSION 

 

Grand Procession Marshal 

Forshing Lui, MD  

Professor of Clinical Neurology, College of Medicine 

 

NATIONAL ANTHEM                          

 

Katrina Bell McDonald, PhD 

Adjunct Instructor of Humanities, College of Health Sciences 

 

WELCOME FROM THE UNIVERSITY                               

 

Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA                                             

 President and CEO 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

 
Steven D. Waldman, MD, JD  

Dean, College of Medicine, Professor of Anesthesiology, and Vice President of Medical Affairs 
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Heather M. Brown, PhD  

Dean, College of Health Sciences 
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Mayor, City of Sacramento 
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Vice Mayor, City of Sacramento 
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College of Medicine 

 

Annaliese Gabrielle Elam, MD 

Class of 2022 

 

College of Health Sciences 

Bhagvat Maheta, BS 

Class of 2022 

 

        CONFERRING OF DEGREES  

Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA                                             

 President and CEO 

 

                 INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES: COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

 

David Arenson, MD, MBChB 

Associate Professor and GI Course Director 

 

RECITAL OF OATH 

 

Steven D. Waldman, MD, JD  

Dean, College of Medicine, Professor of Anesthesiology, and Vice President of Medical Affairs 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATES: COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

 

Rikki Corniola, PhD 

Assistant Dean of Curriculum and Assessment 

 

CLOSING REMARKS  

 

Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA                                             

 President and CEO 

 

ACADEMIC RECESSION 

 

Christine Deere, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Biology, College of Health Sciences 

 

 



College of Medicine 
Class of 2022 

 

 

 

Lillian Mourad Abdelmalek 

Nawal Maher Abou Zahr 

Ana Marie Acosta 

Jamie (Seonghyun) Ahn 

Alirameen Akram 

Peter Lawrence Alexieff 

Aiza Anwar 

Preethi Maruthi Balagani 

Christopher F. Blaine 

Alexandra Lynn Bohmer 

Alyssa Renee Bowlsby 

Indraneel Satish Brahme 

Raven K Brower 

Matthew Daniel Burgess 

Leslie Marie Cachola 

Alena Raquel Cave 

Josiah Chang 

Isaac Chen 

Joshua Chong 

Mollee Iff Chu 

Robert Khoi Ngoc Dang 



College of Medicine 
Class of 2022 

 

 

 

Jeffrey Alan Doelling 

Aaron William Downs 

Julia E. Du 

Jared Scott Duval 

Julie Schaffer Eggleton 

Annaliese Gabrielle Elam 

Charlotte Colver Ellberg 

Mina Louka Michel Elsabee 

Andrew Maristela Escobar 

Sarah Mudite Fetterolf 

Claire Baltazar Garcia 

Connor Gehris 

Ida Asadi Ghlichloo 

Matthew Golden 

Sophia Jiyoon Han 

Nicholas J. Harre 

Melanie Rachel Hew 

Eric A. Jones 

Ijeoma Nnenna Kalu 

Nivedita Kar 

Jason Chuan-Jae Kuan 



College of Medicine 
Class of 2022 

 

 

 

Peter Mingjui Lee 

Janet Jianghua Lee-Coomes 

Karen Lei 

Andy L Lin 

Cindy Hang Ma 

Alexandra Sarah MacHugh 

Vinayaka Nagabhushana Malakkla 

Rogelio Enrique Molina 

Deyna Johana Montes Velez 

Aasim Raza Naqvi 

Tin Trung Ngo 

Emily Thai Nguyen 

Ajay Patel 

Zeeraq Rana 

Ranjana Ravikumar 

Imre Gergely Redai 

Michael Robert Sa 

Arkadip Saha 

Pranav Rajendra Sathe 

Rachel Kealani Sawada 

Venus Shabgahi 



College of Medicine 
Class of 2022 

 

 

 

Saif Anwar Shaikh 

Tiffany Shao 

Jinhua Shen 

Nathaniel Nash Shon 

Prabdit Singh Sidhu 

Hunter CL Smothers 

Mariam Soni 

Jason Soong 

Sarah Ann Stinson 

Sean Mackenzie Tafuri 

Douglas Roger Terry 

Austin Darrell Thompson 

Leah Uto 

Kevin F. Walker 

Michael Xi 

Kevin Yiu Mun Yee 

Derek W.Y. Yip



The Physicians Pledge 

 
Adopted by the 2nd General Assembly of the World Medical Association, Geneva, Switzerland, September 1948 and amended by the 22nd 
World Medical Assembly, Sydney, Australia, August 1968 and the 35th World Medical Assembly, Venice, Italy, October 1983 and the 46th 
WMA General Assembly, Stockholm, Sweden, September 1994 and editorially revised by the 170th WMA Council Session, Divonne-les- 
Bains, France, May 2005 and the 173rd WMA Council Session, Divonne-les-Bains, France, May 2006 and the WMA General Assembly, 
Chicago, United States, October 2017. Adapted by CNUCOM, 2019. 
 

 

AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION: 

I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the service of humanity; 

THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT will be my first 

consideration; 

I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my patient; 

I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life; 

I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease, disability, creed, 

ethnic origin, gender, nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual 

orientation, social standing, or any other factor to intervene between 

my duty and my patient; 

I WILL RESPECT the confidentiality of my patients, even after their 

death; 

I WILL PRACTICE my profession with conscience and dignity and in 

accordance with good medical practice; 

I WILL FOSTER the honor and noble traditions of the medical 

profession; 

I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect and 

gratitude that is their due; 

I WILL SHARE my medical knowledge for the benefit of the patient and 

the advancement of healthcare; 

I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to 

provide care of the highest standard; 

I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge to violate human rights and 

civil liberties, even under threat; 

I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely, and upon my honor. 



College of Health Sciences 
Class of 2021-2022 

***Summa Cum Laude (3.9-4.0 GPA) 

**Magna Cum Laude (3.7-3.89 GPA) 

*Cum Laude (3.50-3.69 GPA) 

 

Saifallah Abbasi*** 

Ihab Abed*** 

Shivani Agarwal*** 

Yahya Alaswad*** 

Neda Aminzadeh** 

Mark Bachir** 

Harleen Bahga 

Jashandeep Bajaj*** 

Dev Brahmbhatt*** 

Anuj Budhiraja*** 

Naveen Chandrasekar*** 

Vinay Channaveerappa* 

Vasuma Chaparala* 

Samantha Chen*** 

Roopreet Dab** 

Trucvy Dang*** 

Luke Geftos* 

Joshua Hu*** 

Ishan Jindal* 

 



College of Health Sciences 
Class of 2021-2022 

***Summa Cum Laude (3.9-4.0 GPA) 

**Magna Cum Laude (3.7-3.89 GPA) 

*Cum Laude (3.50-3.69 GPA) 

 

Udhayraj Kahlon*** 

Paarth Kansal** 

Nadine Khalil* 

Ramy Khalil*** 

Eeman Khan** 

Bhaavanir Khera  

Sherrice Law*** 

Anthony Li*** 

Justin Lien*** 

Isaiah Lin*** 

Bhagvat Maheta*** 

Alisha Mehta*** 

Neel Nawathey*** 

Bao-Anh Nguyen 

Kailey Nguyen*** 

Mai-Linh Nguyen*** 

Stacey Nguyen*** 

Divya Palaniappan*** 

David Park*** 

 



College of Health Sciences 
Class of 2021-2022 

***Summa Cum Laude (3.9-4.0 GPA) 

**Magna Cum Laude (3.7-3.89 GPA) 

*Cum Laude (3.50-3.69 GPA) 

 

Hannah Park*** 

Tejaswee Patel 

Vivek Pokala* 

Kenneth Quach 

Amrita Ravi*** 

Akhil Reddy** 

Akshay Reddy*** 

Aaron Riley 

Centeena Rose*** 

Sumer Sandhu*** 

Yasoda Satpathy*** 

Stefan Schoof** 

Vasanth Senthilraja*** 

Yui Seo*** 

Haider Shah* 

Aravind Sharma** 

Dayanidh Singh** 

Upraj Singh*** 

 

 



College of Health Sciences 
Class of 2021-2022 

***Summa Cum Laude (3.9-4.0 GPA) 

**Magna Cum Laude (3.7-3.89 GPA) 

*Cum Laude (3.50-3.69 GPA) 

 

Amreen Sunil*** 

Isabel Taguinod** 

Aidan Tan*** 

Vince Thomas*** 

Anhtho Tong*** 

Darren Tran*** 

Mohini Vadalia*** 

Amanda Wang*** 

Ethan Yang** 

Sreyas Yeddula*** 

Nitya Yelamanchili** 

Zeyu Yu*** 

Hannah Zhang*** 

 

 



CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

Graduate Awards 

 

 

 
OFFICE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION: AWARD FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

 
Lillian Mourad Abdelmalek 

Alena Raquel Cave 
Alexandra Lynn Bohmer 
Annaliese Gabrielle Elam 

Matthew Golden 
Tin Trung Ngo 

 
EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY AWARD 

 
Karen Lei 
Ajay Patel 

 
CNU LEADERSHIP AWARD 

 
Peter Lawrence Alexieff 
Charlotte Colver Ellberg 

 
DEAN’S AWARD 

 
Alena Raquel Cave 
Matthew Golden 

 
 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA EDUCATION FOUNDATION (NCEF) SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Charlotte Colver Ellberg 
Pranav Rajendra Sathe 

 
 

HEALTH PROFESSIONS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (HPSP) 

Deyna Johana Montes Velez 

Hunter CL Smothers 
 



CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Robert DeBruin, MD, Chair  
Shelton Duruisseau, PhD, Vice Chair  
Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA, Ex 
Officio 
Amir Sweha, MD  
Amy Tong, MBA 
Andrey Mikhailitchenko, DBA  
Wai Chan, DDS  
Charles Dominguez  
Margaret Delmore, MD, DDS 
Aung-Win Chiong, MD 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Frank Cable, PharmBS 
Stanley Lee, PharmD 
Carl Hsu, MD 
Gordon Wong, MD 
Lester Pan, MD, PharmD 
Norman Fong, PharmBS  
Jim Bunse, PharmBS  
Paul Wagstaffe, JD 

 
CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION 

Alvin Cheung, PharmD, MHSA, President, CEO 
Catherine F. Yang, PhD, Vice President of Academic Affairs,  
Associate Dean of Medical Education, Dean, College of Graduate Studies  
Steven Waldman, MD, JD, Dean, College of Medicine, Professor of 
Anesthesiology, Vice President of Medical Affairs 
Shoua Xiong, DrBA, Vice President for Finance and CFO 
Michael S. Wong, MD, FACS, Vice President of Clinical Practice, Associate 
Dean of Academic and Career Advising, Professor of Surgery-Plastic 
Surgery 
Xiaodong Feng, PhD, PharmD, Vice President of Admissions and Student 
Services, Dean, College of Pharmacy 
Cindy Zheng, MD, Assistant Dean of Education Development 
Linda Buckley, PhD, Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness and 
Accreditation 
Todd Gallagher, Vice President of Operations 
Heather Brown, PhD, Dean, College of Health Sciences  
Bret McLaughlin, PsyD, MBA, Dean, College of Psychology 
Kevin Keating, DDS, MS, Dean, College of Dental Medicine 
Shirdell M. Dollar-Long, MBA, Director, Office of Research & Sponsored 
Programs 
Spencer Short, ESQ., General Counsel 
 
 



CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY 

 

 

 

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE ADMINISTRATION 

Steven Waldman, MD, JD, Dean, College of Medicine, Professor of 
Anesthesiology, Vice President of Medical Affairs 
Joseph Silva, MD, MACP, Emeritus Dean 
Gordan A. Wong, MD, FACP, FCCP, Senior Associate Dean of Clinical 
Medicine, Professor of Pulmonary Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Catherine F. Yang, PhD, Associate Dean of Medical Education, Professor of 
Molecular Pharmacology and Clinical Biochemistry 
James Martel, MD, MPH, FACS, Associate Dean, Department of Graduate 
Medical Education, Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology in the Department 
of Ophthalmology 
Lester Pan, MD, Associate Dean of Global Health Medical Education 
Development 
Michael S. Wong, MD, FACS, Professor of Surgery-Plastic Surgery, 
Associate Dean of Academic and Career Advising, Vice President of Clinical 
Practice 
Joseph Martel, MD, Assistant Dean, Department of Graduate Medical 
Education, Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology in the Department of 
Ophthalmology 
Rajendra Ramsamooj, MD, Assistant Dean of Curriculum, Professor of 
Pathology, Surgical Pathology and Clinical Skills 
Tracy L. Yarbrough, MD, PhD, MAEd, Assistant Dean of Diversity and 
Inclusion, Director of Center of Teaching and Learning, Associate Professor 
of Physiology 
Vijay Khatri, MBChB, FACS, MBA, Chair of Clinical Medicine, Assistant 
Dean of Faculty Affairs & Development, Professor of Surgery and Oncology 
Arpita Vyas, MD, Assistant Dean for Research, Associate Professor of 
Pediatrics 
Ali Moradi, MD, MPH, Dr.PH & Tropical Medicine, Assistant Dean of 
Student Affairs and Admissions 
Ghalib Alkhatib, PhD, Professor of Microbiology, Chair of Basic Science 
 

 



CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY 

 

 

CNUCOM DEPARTMENT OF BASIC SCIENCE 

Ghalib Alkhatib, PhD, Professor of Microbiology, Chair of Basic Science 
John Cusick, PhD, Associate Professor of Immunology, Cell Biology and 
Biochemistry 
Nripendra Dhillon, MBBS, MS, Associate Professor of Anatomy 
Ahmed El-Shamy, PhD, Assistant Professor of Virology 
Alan Ernst, PhD, Assistant Professor of Anatomy and Neuroscience 
Valerie Gerriets, PhD, Assistant Professor of Pharmacology, Biochemistry 
and Immunology 
Eslam Mohamed, PhD, Assistant Professor of Immunology 
Jose Puglisi, PhD, Assistant Professor of Physiology and Biostatistics 
Yihui Shi, MD, PhD, Professor of Biochemistry, Immunology, and 
Physiology 
Sailabala Vanguri, MD, Assistant Professor of Anatomy 
Hongbin Wang, PharmBS, MS, PhD, Assistant Professor of Pharmacology 
Han-Rong Weng, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Pharmacology 
Jason Wong, PharmD, BCPS, BCCP, APh, Assistant Professor of 
Pharmacology 
Catherine F. Yang, PhD, Associate Dean of Medical Education, Professor of 
Molecular Pharmacology and Clinical Biochemistry 
Tracy L. Yarbrough, MD, PhD, MAEd, Assistant Dean of Diversity and 
Inclusion, Director of Center of Teaching and Learning, Associate Professor 
of Physiology 
 

CNUCOM DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL SCIENCE 

David Arenson, MD, MBChB, Associate Professor and GI Course Director 
John Bissell, MD, Professor of Neurology 
Evan Bloom, MD, Assistant Professor of Medical Skills 
Patricia MT Chen, MD, FACP, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine 
John Chuck, MD, Professor of Family Medicine 
Carol Lynne Conrad-Forrest, MD, Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology 
Floyd Culler, MD, Professor of Pediatrics, Endocrinology and Clinical Skills 
Guy diSibio, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Pathology, Hematopathology, 
Surgical Pathology, Molecular Genetics and Clinical Skills 
 



CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE UNIVERSITY 

 

 

Thamir Essayyad, MD, Assistant Professor and Course Director for Medical 
Skills 
John Fitz-Gibbon, MD, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine 
Dermet Fong, MD, Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine 
Ann Gerhardt, MD, Associate Professor of Clinical Nutrition 
Mark Glatt, DO, FACP, Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine 
Muralikrishna Golconda, MD, Clinical Professor of Nephrology, 
Transplantation, and Internal Medicine 
Tim Grennan, MD, Professor of Internal Medicine and Oncology 
Laura Hoffman, MD, Associate Professor of Endocrinology 
Albin Leong, MD, ATSF, Professor of Pediatrics and Pediatric Pulmonology 
Forshing Lui, MD, Professor of Clinical Neurology 
John Lutch, MD, Associate Professor of Pulmonary Medicine 
Sarah Preiss-Farzanegan, MD, FAAPMR, Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Rajendra Ramsamooj, MD, Assistant Dean of Curriculum, Professor of 
Pathology, Surgical Pathology and Clinical Skills 
Martin Rubin, MD, Associate Professor of Psychiatry 
Mark Sheffield, MD, Associate Professor of Physiology, Endocrinology, and 
Clinical Skills 
Joseph Silva, MD, MACP, Emeritus Dean 
Arpita K Vyas, MD, Assistant Dean of Research, Associate Professor of 
Pediatric Endocrinology 
Steven Waldman, MD, JD, Dean, College of Medicine, Professor of 
Anesthesiology, Vice President of Medical Affairs 
Michael S. Wong, MD, FACS, Professor of Surgery-Plastic Surgery, 
Associate Dean of Academic and Career Advising, Vice President of Clinical 
Practice 
Catherine F. Yang, PhD, Associate Dean of Medical Education, Professor of 
Molecular Pharmacology and Clinical Biochemistry 
 

CNUCOM DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL MEDICINE 

Vijay Khatri, MBChB, FACS, MBA, Chair of Clinical Medicine, Professor of 
Surgery and Oncology  
Amir Amiri, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery, Surgery Clerkship Director 
Randall Enstrom, MD, Associate Professor of Radiology 
Rochelle Frank, MD, Associate Professor of Neurology, Neurology Clerkship 
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Director, Masters Colloquium Course Director 
Jennifer Gullo, MD, Assistant Clinical Professor, Emergency Clerkship Co-
Director 
Zahid Iqbal, MD, Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine, Internal Medicine 
Clerkship Director 
Anthony Kelada, MD, Psychiatry Clerkship Director, Assistant Clinical 
Professor of Psychiatry 
Marketa Leisure, MD, FAAP, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Pediatrics 
Clerkship Director 
Leonard Ranasinghe, MD, PhD, Professor of Medical Education and 
Emergency Medicine, Emergency Medicine Clerkship Director 
Joseph Rogers, MD, FAAP, BCEM, Assistant Professor of Family Medicine and 
Pediatrics, Family Medicine Clerkship Director 
Shiv Sudhakar, MD, Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine 
Jean-Claude Veille, MD, FACOG, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Clerkship Director 
Wen-Ta Chiu, MD, Dr.PH, Associate Dean of Clinical Medicine, Professor of 
Neuroscience and Public Health 
 

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE STAFF 

Kamau Jamal Abercrombia, Ed.D, Director of Student Diversity Inclusion and 
Pipeline Programming 
Flichard Delosreyes, BA, Clerkship Coordinator I 
Kathryn Dillard, MA, Administrative Assistant - Office of Medical Education  
Linnae Enberg, Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Mary Jabari, MPS, BS, Research Assistant 
Danielle Lozoya, Clerkship Coordinator I 
Ryan McClintick, BA, Administrative Assistant – Basic Science 
Jacob Moore, Anatomy Lab Technician 
Derek Nguyen, BS, Administrative Assistant - Clinical Science 
Robyn Noguchi, BA, Distance Learning Coordinator 
Andrea Ramirez, BA, Clerkship Coordinator I 
Tasha Staton, BS, Lead Clerkship Coordinator 
Wesly Tse, BS, Clerkship Coordinator I 
Carolyn Theiss, BS, Administrative Assistant of Admissions, Student Affairs 
and Outreach 
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Johanna Tu, BS, Student Wellness, Academic Skills and Career Services 
Coordinator 
Juan Urbano Jr., PhD, Director of Assessment & Evaluation 
Malinda Xiong, BS, Admissions and Student Services Coordinator 
May Yang, M.Ed, Director, Office of Medical Education (OME) 
 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES ADMINISTRATION 

Heather Brown, PhD, Dean, College of Health Sciences 
Francisco Leite, PhD, Associate Dean of Academic & Student Affairs 
Rikki Corniola, PhD, Assistant Dean of Curriculum & Assessment 
Damon Meyer, PhD, Assistant Dean of Faculty Affairs & Pedagogy 
Allan Ancheta, PhD, Assistant Dean of Admissions 
Mang Xiong, MPH, Executive Assistant to the Dean 
 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES FACULTY 

Reem Al'Olabi, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biology & Biotechnology 
Elizabeth Baxmeyer, MA, Lecturer of English & Music 
Katrina Bell McDonald, PhD, Adjunct Instructor of Humanities 
Faik Bouhrik, MS, Lecturer of Physics 
Miranda Carter, MA, Lecturer of Communication, Leadership, & Student 
Success 
Jill Dahlman, PhD, Assistant Professor of English 
William Davis, PhD, Assistant Professor of Science & Technology 
Christine Deere, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biology 
Rosemary Effiong, PhD, Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Tristan Eifler, PhD, Adjunct Instructor of Chemistry 
Erin Freed, PhD, Assistant Professor of Psychology & Sociology 
Machelle Gavron, MS, Lecturer of Chemistry 
Allison Hom, PhD, Adjunct Instructor of Biology 
Parisa Jazbi, PhD, Assistant Professor of Molecular Biology 
Peter Katz, PhD, Assistant Professor of Humanities 
Kit Keane, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biology 
Armela Keqi, PhD, Assistant Professor of Physics & Mathematics 
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Tereza Joy Kramer, MFA, PhD, Assistant Professor of Communication & 
Service Learning 
Elizabeth Lozano, PhD, Assistant Professor of Psychology & Sociology 
Emily Mills Ko, PhD, Assistant Professor of Immunology 
Marguerite Phillips, MA, Lecturer of Comm, Leadership & Student Success 
Gloria Poveda, MA, Lecturer of Service Learning 
Mehul Rangwala, MBA, Adjunct Instructor of Mathematics & Statistics 
Ravi Ranjan, PhD, Assistant Professor of Anatomy & Physiology 
Aria Galletti, MA, Adjunct Instructor of English 
Nick Valley, PhD, Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Katherine Whitcome, PhD, Associate Professor of Biological Anthropology & 
Anatomy 
Frances Wise, MA, PhD, Director of Student Affairs / Faculty for Student 
Success 
Christopher Wostenberg, PhD, Chair of Math & Science / Associate Professor 
of Chemistry 
 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES STAFF 

Diana Brown, BA, Senior Coordinator of Health Professions Advising 
Katie Caswell, MS, Lab Manager 
Thung Chang, BA, Admissions Outreach and Communications Specialist 
Tiffany Daniel, BA, Academic Administrative Assistant 
Sadie Davenport, BA, Librarian 
Jobe Dillard IV, BA, Coordinator of Student Life 
Iyesomi Eigbe, MA, Senior Coordinator of Admissions & Enrollment 
Judy Her Xiong, Student Financial Aid 
Frank Hoang, MS, Chemistry Lab Technician 
Angel Jimenez, BS, Admissions Recruiter 
Kyle Krueger, IT, IT 
John Su, BS, Biology Lab Technician 
Elizabeth Sweeney, BS, Assistant to Admissions & Enrollment 
Layne Tinsley, BS, Administrative Assistant / Front Reception 
Mimi Thao, MHA, Business Office 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2022 GRADUATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Heather Brown, PhD, Dean, College of Health Sciences 
Xiaodong Feng, PhD, PharmD, Dean, College of Pharmacy 

Steven Waldman, MD, JD, Dean, College of Medicine, Professor of 
Anesthesiology, Vice President of Medical Affairs 

Catherine F. Yang, PhD, Vice President of Academic Affairs,  
Associate Dean of Medical Education, Dean, College of Graduate Studies  

Kamau Jamal Abercrombia, Ed.D, Director of Student Diversity Inclusion and 
Pipeline Programming 

Diana Brown, BA, Senior Coordinator of Health Professions Advising 
Danielle Cease, Executive Administrative Assistant to the President 

Bla Chang, BA, MPS Administrative Assistant 
Kevin Dong, PharmD, Assistant Director of Student Services and Assistant 

Professor 
Ahmed El-Shamy, PhD, Director of Master of Pharmaceutical Sciences Program 

Todd Gallagher, Vice President of Operations  
Jocelyn Gonzalez, Chief of Staff, Office of the Dean 

Imani Grant, BS, Student Affairs Coordinator 
JoAnne Hansana, Financial Aid Manager 

Joanna Jullien, Director of Continuing Education Programs 
Tiffany-Jade Kreys, PharmD, BCPP, Assistant Professor- Psychiatric Pharmacy 

Stephanie Morraz, Front Desk Receptionist (Elk Grove Campus) 
Olivia Phung, PharmD, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and Admissions 

Veronica Rodrigues, Student Affairs Coordinator 
Melissa Sheldon, MBA, Graduate Program Director 

Steele Snider, Facilities Manager  
Carolyn Theiss, BS, Administrative Assistant to the Office of Admissions, 

Student Affairs, and Outreach 
Johanna Tu, BS, Student Wellness, Academic Skills and Career Services 

Coordinator 
Michelle Walker, MA, Registrar 

Frances Wise, MA, PhD, Director of Student Affairs / Faculty for Student Success 
Malinda Xiong, BS, Admissions and Student Services Coordinator 

Mang Xiong, MPH, Assistant to the Dean 
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Thank You to Our Graduation Day CE Sponsors 
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